


Balancing a Checkbook

What can I do?

Which is Safer, a Debit or Credit Card?

Protect your Credit Castle 
like a $oldier on 

Guard Duty

Once you establish credit, 
a history is kept of how 
well you uphold your side 
of the contract.  This and 
other factors follow you 
for the rest of your life and 
compute into a score.  The 
better the score, the better 
the loan rates and other 
opportunities (employers, 
apartment rentals, etc.)  
A great score could save 
$250,000 or more over a 
working lifetime. To learn 
more about credit scores, 
visit:  www.myfico.com  

For a lost or stolen credit card, your liability is only 
$50 if you report it promptly. Stolen debit cards 
can empty your checking account before you know 
it, causing a difficult time to recoup losses. Besides 
always guarding your cards, pin numbers, and personal 
information, follow these additional Safety Tips:

• A credit card is safer for internet purchases and for all 
    traveling expenses. 
• Use only one credit card; pay on-time and “in-full” to 
    avoid finance charges, to build a good credit history  
    and score. Multiple credit cards can lead to financial 
    ruin.

  • Never loan your credit or debit card to anyone or allow  
    easy access to your cards.
  • Promptly check all statements for accuracy. Learn about 
   on-line banking.
  • Do not link your checking and savings account for 
    overdraft purposes, as both could be depleted with a  
    stolen debit card. Instead, record all purchases and keep  
    an “untouched” safety cushion in your checking account 
    or transfer funds as needed.
  • Keep receipts for all transactions, for recording, 
    accuracy, and proof of purchase.
  •Keep a list of wallet contents (in a safe place) including   
    card numbers & contact information for reporting 
    purposes, in case it is lost or stolen.

 

Record all deposits / checks / debits in a check register & check off 
all items that show on the current statement.

Take your bank statement balance           ___________

Add any deposits not showing            +   ___________

Subtract any checks / debits
not showing on the statement 	            (-)  ___________

The statement balance should now
match the check register balance         =   ___________                     

If they don’t match, review your check register math and 
look for anything you missed or recorded incorrectly.  

People get swept up in a bad cycle of Payday Loans, also known as cash or 
check advance loans, post-dated check or deferred-deposit loans.  They are 
called payday, because the amount you borrow is usually due on your next 
payday along with the fee.  For example a $100 loan + $15 fee is due in two 
weeks. That calculates at a 15% bi-weekly interest rate, which figured annually 
is 390%.  Now that’s wicked!  If you extend it 3 times (8 weeks total) the fee is 
up to $60 or more, plus your original $100.  Don’t let your hard-earned money 
fly away.  Instead, create a spending plan (budget) and live within your means.

For a free debt consultation, call Debt Free at the number below.

Which loans are like a flying 
broomstick?

Copyright (c) 2008 Help Ministries Incorporated.  All rights reserved.  Material may not be reproduced in 
whole or in part in any form whatsoever.  Help Ministries Incorporated does not warrant the accuracy or 
completeness of any information in this newsletter or the reliability of any advice, opinion, statement or other 
information contained herein.

1-866-814-3332


